
But these days, GCC feels a bit like a family reunion where the 
seasoned chemists begin handing the analytical torch to the next 
generation, who hopefully have steadier pipetting hands and far 
less fear of statistical quality-control charts.

As Richard Feynman once said, “Science is the belief in the 
ignorance of experts.” Which is a polite way of saying: yes, we 
need the new folks.

New faces, new ideas

GCC has made a concerted effort to open its doors wider, 
reaching colleagues across Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the 
Americas. This means novel voices, novel perspectives and novel 
excuses to drink more conference coffee while pretending you 
understand a novel spectroscopy workflow. 

The educational lineup reinforces that commitment. The 2026 
program features ASTM courses on renewable fuels and test 
method precision because nothing says “welcome to the industry” 
quite like learning how bias affects your calibration curve. And for 
those truly ready to embrace scientific adulthood, there’s even a 
BASIC Analytical Training Course. (Finally, a course that promises 
to make you less confused than when you walked in.)

Marie Curie once said, “Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only 
to be understood.” Clearly, she never had to present a poster 
session before lunch.

The marketplace of ideas

One of GCC’s greatest strengths is the sheer density of 
knowledge-sharing packed into two days. With hundreds of 
presentations and posters as well as packed a exhibition floor, 
attendees can explore everything from new detection capabilities 
to mobile labs parked right in the hall. 

Vendor booths showcase greener solvents, digital data-capture 
tools, smart lab systems and upgraded chromatographic 
instrumentation from industry leaders. For a young scientist, 
it’s like walking into Disneyland except that all the rides are 
chromatography and titration systems - and instead of fireworks, 
all you’ll get are calibration curves and SQC. 

As Niels Bohr said, “Prediction is very difficult, especially if it’s 

about the future.” But with all this new tech and a dash of AI, 
prediction in chromatography is finally less of a contact sport.

A community that pays it forward

GCC’s commitment to community is unmistakable. Each year, 
exhibitors invest heavily in the event because they recognise its 
value in shaping the analytical workforce, particularly the up-and-
coming scientists who will soon be responsible for everything 
from innovation, emissions testing and PFAS analysis.

Isaac Newton famously said, “If I have seen further, it is by 
standing on the shoulders of giants.” At GCC, the giants are 
easy to spot. They’re the ones debating detector sensitivity with 
unshakeable confidence, sporting distinguished grey streaks and 
a vocabulary last calibrated sometime around 1987.

Looking toward GCC 2026

The 2026 Gulf Coast Conference promises keynote speakers, 
technical sessions, training courses, and enough innovation 
to make even the most seasoned analyst reconsider 

their instrument upgrade budget. The schedule includes 
presentations, posters, and a keynote from Dr. James M. Tour of 
Rice University. 

Dr. Tour brings one of the most formidable scientific resumes 
in the field today. He is a synthetic organic chemist and the 
T. T. and W. F. Chao Professor of Chemistry, as well as a 
Professor of Computer Science and of Materials Science and 
Nanoengineering at Rice University. His influence in advanced 
materials, nanotechnology and applied chemistry has earned him 
membership in the National Academy of Engineering, fellowship 
in the Royal Society of Chemistry and recognition among the 
50 Most Influential Scientists in the World Today. Basically, we 
should all be prepared for the moment Dr. Tour says something 
so advanced half the room must quietly Google it.

With Dr. Tour leading the charge the last few decades in this 
constantly shifting industry, it’s obvious that fresh talent and 
teamwork aren’t optional anymore. Whether it’s renewable fuels, 
environmental analytics, or emerging spectroscopic tools, GCC is 
positioning itself as the launchpad for analytical science’s  
next chapter.

The torch burns bright

As the conference evolves, one theme is unmistakable: the 
industry is preparing its next generation to lead. GCC remains a 
vibrant intersection of experience, innovation and curiosity where 
younger scientists learn from veterans, and veterans learn that 
maybe it is time to embrace a few new tricks because learning 
never really stops, it just gets better coffee.

The future of analytical chemistry is bright, bold and if GCC has 
anything to say about it, fully calibrated.

Or in the spirit of Carl Sagan: “Somewhere, something incredible 
is waiting to be known.” And odds are, someone at the Gulf Coast 
Conference is already presenting a poster about it.

See you in October.

Jean-Francois Borny, Lummus Technology,

GCC Technical Advisory Committee Chairperson
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The Gulf Coast Conference (GCC) has long been the petrochemical world’s yearly reminder that analytical 
scientists do know how to have fun, especially when surrounded by 260 vendor booths, 200 presentations, 
and enough chromatography discussions to make even Mikhail Tsvet raise an eyebrow. (You probably 
had to look him up, didn’t you? I suppose the Father of Chromatography was hiding in your unresolved 
peak.) As one of the largest and oldest conferences focused on petrochemical, refining and environmental 
analysis, it continues to attract veterans, newcomers and anyone who’s ever uttered the phrase, “Did you 
calibrate that?”
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